
  
  

Level 2 Award in Risk Assessment for Participatory Arts Practitioners  

  

Qualification summary  

The Level 2 Award in Risk Assessment for Participatory Arts Practitioners is a single unit 

qualification which requires you to develop your knowledge and understanding of the rationale and 

processes involved in planning, undertaking and enacting a risk assessment for participatory arts 

activities.  

  

REQUIREMENTS  

 Entry conditions  

There are no entry restrictions relating to this qualification.  

  

Prior knowledge or skills  

Candidates are expected to have some prior knowledge of one or more arts genres of their choice 

and experience of delivering or participating in arts activities taking place in participatory or 

community contexts.  

   

Qualification structure  

This is a single unit qualification. Candidates successfully completing the assessment will be awarded 

the qualification.  

  

Progression routes  

This qualification can be taken as a stand-alone Award or candidates can progress to other higher 

level People Dancing Professional Qualifications that require a knowledge of risk assessment to 

support safer dance practice eg Level 4 Certificate Approaches to Dance with Older People. 

  

Qualification aim  

The qualification aims to introduce participatory artists to the concepts and processes involved in 
planning, undertaking and enacting a risk assessment for participatory arts activities.   

  

It will cover legal requirements, Duty of Care, identifying hazards, deciding who is at risk of harm, 

evaluation risks, deciding on precautionary measures, recording and implementing findings.  

  

Learning outcomes:  

At the successful completion of this qualification you will be able to:  

  

1. Understand the role that risk assessment plays as part of a broader health and safety policy 

1.1 Understand arts practitioners’ responsibilities under the UK Health & Safety at Work Act 
(HSWA) (1974)  

1.2 Understand the concept of Duty of Care  

1.3 Identify how a risk assessment contributes to overall health and safety  

2. Understand how to mitigate risk in relation to participatory arts activities with specified 
populations  

2.1 Identify key factors that increase risk in a specified population   
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2.2 Identify hazards relating to specific participatory arts contexts and practices  

2.3 Understand the importance of signage and instruction  

  

Topics that need to be covered (Indicative content)  

The following provides guidance about the areas that someone preparing to undertake assessment in 
this qualification will need to cover:  

  

• Duty of Care  

• UK Health & Safety at Work Act (HSWA) (1974)  

• UK health and safety regulatory and reporting authorities  

• Understanding relevant terms eg hazard, risk, harm, environment  

• Handling, storing and transporting   

• Environmental factors  

• Risk assessment in the context of wider health and safety measures  

• Risk factors with specified populations  

• Art form-specific hazards   

• Environmental contexts in which participatory arts may take place  

• Health and safety requirements for the self-employed, freelancers and employed staff  

  

Time needed to prepare for assessment (Total qualification time)  

The total qualification time (TQT) for this Award is 16 hours. This might be broken down into 4 taught 

hours (guided learning hours) and 12 hours of self-directed study or a mix of the above. This includes 
the preparation and assessment time needed to complete this qualification.   

  

The time needed will depend on your level of experience. If you have been working in this field for 

some time and keep up to date with professional requirements related to this area of work you may 
need less time to prepare for assessment than someone who is new to the sector.  

  

Assessment method  

The assessment for this qualification is an online assessment which includes multiple choice 

questions, short answer questions and scenarios.   

  

Access to the online assessment will be provided when you register for the qualification.  

  

Example question:  

In the event of a serious accident (broken bones, loss of limbs, death etc), to which organisation 

should you report the accident?   

  

• Your professional body  

• UK Health and Safety Executive   

• NHS Direct   

• Falls Prevention Association   

  

In order to pass the assessment you must gain a pass. The pass mark for the qualification is 60%.  
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Attainment bands  

There are two attainment bands for the qualification: Fail or Pass.  

  

Attainment level descriptors  

The following shows how the assessors use the marks in relation to the learning outcomes set out 

above to determine your level of achievement.  

  

Attainment 

bands  

Descriptor  

Fail: 59% or 

under  

You will demonstrate a limited knowledge and understanding of risk assessment 

in relation to participatory arts practice.  

Pass: 60% and 

above  

You will demonstrate a competent knowledge and understanding of risk 

assessment in relation to participatory arts practice.  

  

GUIDANCE Suggested resources   

Amans, D. (ed.) 2017. An Introduction to Community Dance Practice. Basingstoke: Palgrave 

Macmillan.   

  

Online learning  

People Dancing: Risk Assessment online learning programme  

  

Websites:  

• Health & Safety Executive  https://www.hse.gov.uk/simple-health-safety/risk/index.htm  

• Musicians’ Union https://musiciansunion.org.uk/health-safety-wellbeing/health-
andsafety/risk-assessments  

• University of the Arts, London https://www.arts.ac.uk/students/health-and-safety-

forstudents/information-and-resources/risk-assessment  


